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[  Docnment  M.l 

BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

4pril  23d,  1852. 
Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


REPORT 


OF 


THE  COMPTROLLER 


OF     THE 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT, 


IN  OBEDIENCE  TO   THE   CALL 


OF     THE 


HOUSE  OF  DELEGxlTES. 


tREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

Comptroller's  OrFice, 

Annapolis,  22nd  April,  1S52. 
To  tin  HonorahU^ 

the  Speaker  tf  the  lionise  of  Delegates  : 
Sir  : 

Pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  of  the  6th 
instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  report  %vith  ac- 
companying papers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PHILIP  F.  THOMAS, 

Comptroller. 


REPORT. 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

Comptroller's  Office, 

Annapolisj  22nd  April,  1852. 
To  tlie  House  vf  Delegates : 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  of  the 
6th  instant,  requiring  the  Gomptroller  "to  furnish,  at  as  early  a 
dav  as  practicable,  a  report  of  the  best  plan  to  enforce  a  prompt 
collection  and  return  of  all  revenue  derived  from  marriage  and 
other  licenses,  and  from  the  fees  of  the  various  Clerks  of  Courts, 
Registers  of  Wills,  and  other  officers  o^the  State,  whose  surplus 
fees  are  required  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,*  the  undersigned 
has  the  honor  to  present  the  following  views  : 

During  the  past  fiscal  year,  the  revenue  received  into  the  Trea- 
sury, from  licenses  issued  by  the  Clerks  of  the  County  Courts, 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  City  Court  of  Baltimore,  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  foi'tv'-four  thousand  two  -hundred  and 
sixty-one  dollars  and  fortj^^five  cents,  of  ;which,  ninety-seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars  and  forty-four 
cents,  was  paid  by  the  Clerks  of  Baltimore  County  Court,  and 
the  City  Court  of  Baltimore. 

In  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-four,  the  entire  receipts 
from  licenses  issued  by  the  Clerks  of  Courts,  amounted  to  eighty- 
six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars  and  sixty-one 
cents,  sli0^nng  an  increase,  as  compared  with  the  last  fiscal  year, 
of  fifty-seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars  and 
eighty-four  cents,  occurring,  mainly,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore;  and 
it  is  fair  to  presume  that,  with  the  rapidly  increasing  population 
and  business  of  that  city,  each  successive  year  will  materially 
augment  the  revenue  from  this  source.  Under  the  new  organiza- 
tion of  the  Courts,  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
Baltimore  will  be  the  recipient  of  the  revenue  from  licenses  here- 
tofore received  by  the  Clerk  of  the  City  Court,  and  of  a  very  large 
proportion  of  that  formerly  passing  through  the  hands  of  the  Clerk 
of  Baltimore  County  Court. 

The  Clerks  of  the  several  Courts  by  whom  licenses  have  beea 
hitherto  issued,  are  required  by  law  to  return  to  the  Treasury, 
semi-annually,  lists  of  the  licenses  issued  by  them,  and  accounts 


Gf  the  moneys  received  therefor;  and,  singular  as  it  may  appear, 
the  State  possesses  no  adequate  means  of  testing  the  accuracy  of 
these  accounts,  or  of  protectinjo^  the  Treasury  against  such  frauds 
ns  might  bo  readily  perpetiated  by  dishonest  and  unfaithful  officers. 
To  devise  a  system  which  will  secure  to  the  State  a  perfect  con- 
trol over  such  of  her  officers  as  are  charged  with  tlie  receipt  of 
the  revenue  from  licenses,  appears  to  be  the  object  of  tlie  lirst 
branch  of  the  order  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  such  control  can  be  readily 
obtained  by  the  passage  of  a  law  reipiiring  all  licenses  issued  by 
the  Clerks  of  the  Courts,  to  be  furnished,  in  blank,  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  countersigned  by  the  Comptroller  and  de- 
livered to  the  several  Clerks  of  the  Courts,  once  in  each  yeiir  or 
oftener,  if  necessary,  in  such  numbers  as  may  be  required.  The 
blank  licenses,  thus  to  be  furnished,  to  be  adapted  to  every  des- 
cription, grade  and  rate  of  license  established  by  law  and  to  be, 
also,  prepared  for  fractional  parts  of  the  year.  The  law  should 
further  require  a  receipt  to  betaken  by  the  Comptroiler,  from  each 
Clerk,  for  the  number,  description,  and  rate  of  the  licenses  de- 
livered to  him,  charging  him  with  their  respective  values,  and 
upon  the  rendition  of  his  semi-annual  accounts,  crediting  him 
with  such  as  remain  on  hand  and  unpaid. 

The  Clerks  should  further  be  required,  immediately  upon  trans- 
mitting to  the  Comptroller  their  semi-anaual  accounts,  or  within 
a  limited  time  thereafter,  to  pay  to  the  Treasurer  all  moneys  re- 
ceived hy  them'  for  licenses  during  the  preceding  half  year. 
With  thiis  general  outline  of  the  plan  proposed,  the  undersigned, 
has  prepared  and  herewith  submits  a  draft  of  a  bill  containing  all 
the  details  necessary,  in  his  opinion,  to  secure  a  just  accounta- 
bility on  the  part  of  suclf  officers  as  are  entrusted  with  the  col- 
4ection  of  tliis  branch  of  the  public  revenue. 

The  next  object  of  the  order  of  the  House  has  reference  to  a 
plan  for  the  prompt  collection  and  return,  by  all  officers  of  the 
State  whose  emoluments,  consisting  of  fees,  are  limited  by  the 
Constitution  and  whose  surplus  income,  over  and  above  the  com- 
pensatio)!  allowed  them  by  that  instrument,  is  required  to  be  paid 
into  the  Treasury.  These  otiicers  are,  the  Clerks  of  the  Courts, 
Kegisters  of  Wilis,  Sheriffs  and  State's  Attorneys.  It  is  presumed 
tliat,  in  addition  to 'the  amount  of  compensation  prescribed,  the 
necessary  expense  incurred  by  all  these  officers  in  conducting  the 
public  business,  was  intended,  also,  to  be  allowed,  especially  as 
such  allowance  is  pro^'ided  for  by  the  40th  section  of  the  3d  ar- 
ticle of  the  C'Onstitution  in  the  case  of  Clerks  and  Registers  of 
Wills.  Such  expenses  will  include  Clerks'  hire,  stationary,  record 
books,  and  other  incidental  charges,. varying  according  to  the  bu- 
siness of  each  office,  and  without  further  experience,  impossible 
to  be  regulated  by  any  other  than  an  arbitrary  and,  therefore,  un- 
equal standard.     Hence,  such  charges  must,  for  ilie  present  be 
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left  to  the  jud^ent  and  honesty  of  the  officers  themselves,  subject 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Comptroller,  in  the  annual  settlement  of 
their  accounts.  So  far  as  the  accountability  of  this  class  of  offi- 
cers is  concerned,  in  regard  to  their  surplus  fees,  the  1st  section 
Qf  the  10th  article  of  the  Consiitution  proposes  a  check,  which 
though  inadequate  to  the  end  designed,  may,  nevertheless,  to 
some  extent,  exercise  a  salutary  hifluence.  The  article  provides 
that,  ^*every  oSicer  of  this  Stale,"  with  the  exception  therein 
named,  "the  entire  amount  of  whose  pay  or  oompensation  re- 
ceived for  the  discharge  of  his  ofilcial  duties  shall  exceed  the 
yearly  sura  of  three  thousand  dollars,  shall  keep  a  book,  in  which 
shall  be  entered  every  si-m  of  money  received  by  him  or  on  his 
account  as  a  payment  or  compensation  for  his  performance  of 
official  duties,  a  copy  of  which  entries  in  said  book,  verified  by 
the  oath  of  the  officer  by  whom  it  is  directed  to  be  kept,  shall  be 
returned  yearly  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  for  his  inspection 
and  that  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Mainland;  and  each  of 
sucli  olficers,  when  the  amount  received  by  him  for  the  year  shall 
exceed  tlie  sum  of.  three  thousand  dollars,  shall  yearly  pay  over 
to  the  Treasurer  the  amount  of  such  excess  by  him  received, 
subject  to  such  disposition  thereof  as  the  Legislature  may  deem 
just  and  equitable." 

It  appears,  to  the  undersigned,  that  further  protection  against 
frauds  in  the  revenue  fiom  this  source,  maybe  afforded  the  State, 
by  the  enactment  of  a  law  enioodying  the  iollowing  provisions : 
The  Clerks  of  the  Courts,  excepting  the  Clerk  of  the  Criminal 
Court  of  Baltimore,  P«.egisters  of  \Vills  and  State's  Attorneys, 
other  than  the  State's  Attorney  for  Baltimore  city,  to  be  required 
to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Sheriffs  of  the  respective  counties  and' 
■pf  Baltimore  city,  for  collection,  annually,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  March,  of  each  year,  all  fees  w^hich  accrued  for  the  prece- 
ding twelve  months,  not  paid  in  cash  during,  the  year ;  at  the 
same  time,  each  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court,  State's  Atiorneyand 
Sheriff,  the  Sheriff  and  State's  Attorney  of  Baltimore  city  except- 
ed, to  deliver  to  the  County  Commissioners  of  the  res])ective  coun- 
/  ties,  an  account  of  all  fees  chargeable  to  such  county.  The  re- 
spective Sheriffs  and  County  Commissioners,  within  thirty  days 
after  the  delivery  of  such  account  of  fees,  to  transmit  to  the  Comp- 
troller, a  st^ement  of  the  amount  thereof.  On  orbefore  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  October  of  every  year,  the  SheiiiTs  to  return  to  the 
Clerks,  Registers  of  Wills  and  State's  Attorneys,  lists  of  so  much 
of  the  fees  so  placed  in  their  hands  for  collection,  as  may  be  due 
from  non.-residents  and  insolvents,  and  to  transmit  a  duplicate 
tliereof  to  the  Comptroller.  The  Clerk  of  the  Criminal  Cour^  of 
Baltimore,  and  the  State's  Attorney  and  Sheriff  of  that  city,  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  March,  in  each  year,  to  deliver  to  the 
Register  of  the  city,  an'  account  of  all  fees  due  to  them,  respec- 
tively, and  legally  chargeable  to  the  city,  a  duplicate  of  which  to 


be  transmitted  by  the  Register  to  the  Comptroller,  within  thirty 
days  thereafter.  On  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  in  each 
year,  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  the  Clerk  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court  of  Baltimore  city,,  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  the  respective  Clerks  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  the  Clerk  of 
the  Criminal  Court  of  Baltimore,  the  Register  of  Wiils,  State's 
Attornios  and  Sheriffs,  to  render  to  the  Comptroller  full  accounts 
of  all  fees  winch  accrued  for  the  year  ending  on  the  precedini^ 
first  day  of  March,  verified  by  his  own  oath  or  affirmation  an<l 
that  of  his  chief 'Clerk,  where  a  chief  Clerk  is  employed  in  his  of- 
fice, in  which  account  shall  be  stated  the  amount  of  fees  receiv- 
ed in  cash,  the  amount  sent  out  for  collection,  the  amount  charg- 
ed to  the  county  or  city,  the  amount  of  non-resident  and  insol- 
vent fees  returned  or  due  and  unpaid,  the  expenses,  of  all  kinds, 
of  his  office,  including  his  own  compensation  and  tlie  salaiy  of 
each  of  his  Clerks,  and  the  surplus,  if  any,  W'hich  may  be  due  to 
the  Stale,  such  surplus  to  be  forthwith  paid  into  the  Treasury. 
The  undersio^ned  herewith  submits  a  draft  of  a  bill  containing  the 
provisions  above  suggested. 

As  a  farther  and  indispensable  security,  the  .several  Clerks  and 
Registers  of  Wiils,  created  by  the  new  constitution,  should  be  re- 
quired, at  the  earliest  convenient  day,  to  enter  into  bond  in  a  pen- 
alty adequate  to  their  official  responsibilities,  with  sureties,  each 
of  whom  should  be  required  to  justify  in  the  mnnner  prescribed 
by  the  law  of  the  prqi^ent  session,  in  relation  to  the  bonds  of  the 
Comptroller  and  Treasurer. 

PHILIP  F.  THOMAS, 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  Department. 


A    BILL 


Entitled^  an  act  for  ihe  greater  security  of  the  revtnue  from  licen- 
ses in  the  hands  of  the  Clerks  of  the  several  Courts  of  this  State. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land, That  from  and  alter  the  f.rst  day  of  May,  in  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  fifty-three,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Clerks 
of  the  several  Circuit  Courts  of  this  State,  or  the  Clerk- of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Baltimore,  to  issue  to  any  person  or 
persons,  any  marriage  or  other  license  whatsoever,  now  author- 
ised by  law,  or  which  may  have  been  heretofore  issued  by  the 
Clerks  of  the  County  Courts,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  City  Court  of 
Baltimore,  except  in  the  manner  hereinafter  directed  by  this  act ;  and 
if  any  Clerk  of  any  Circuit  Court,  or  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
monPleas  of  Baltimore  shall,  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  ofMay, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-three,  as  aforesaid,  issue 
any  marriage  'or  other'  license  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  ever}'  such  Clerk  so  offending,  shall  fo^eit  and  pay,  for  each 
and  every  offence,  the  sum  of  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  Department  to  cause  to  be  printed, 
in  the  foj-ms  prescribed  by  law  or  heretofore  used  and  adopted  jn  this 
State,  blank  marriage  licenses,  traders  licenses,  ordinary  licenses, 
non-residentiicenses,  brokers  licenses,  hawkers  and  pedlars  licenses, 
exhibition  licenses,  billiard  table  licenses,  woodhucksters  licenses, 
and  all  other  licenses  heretofore  issued  bytl^e  Clerks  of  the  Courts  of 
this  State,  and  now  authorised  by  law,  with  the  several  grades, 
rates  and  descriptions  thereof,  with  reference  to  the  character  and 
object  of  said  license,  the  sum  to  be  paid  therefor,  and  the  frac- 
tional part  of  the  year,  as  nearly  as  can  be,  for  v\'hich  the  same 
may  be  issued ;  and  the  several  Clerks  of  the  Circuit  Courts  and 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Baltimore  shall,  on  or  before  the 
said  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-three, 
and  on  or  before  the  same  day  in  every  year  thereafter,  and  at 
such  other  time  or  times  as  may  be  necessary,  make  application 
to  the  said  Comptroller  for  such  number  of  said  blank  licenses, 
and  of  each  description  thereof 'as  may  probably  be  required  for 
the  use  of  the  respective  counties  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  for 
one  year  thereafter,  and  thereupon  the  said  Comptroller  shall 
forthwith  deliver  to  the  said  several  Clerks,  the  number  and  des- 
cription of  licenses  required  by  them  for  the  space  of  one  year, 


Jis  nforesaid,  the  said  Com]>troller,  first  countersignintr  ihc.  same 
■with  his  proper  name  of  oiiice,  and  takinj^  a  receipt  from  each 
ol  said  Clerks,  for  the  number  and  description  of  licenses  so 
delivered  ;  and  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  aforesaid,  the  said  several  Clerks  shall  grant  to  all  and  every 
jierson  and  persons  who  shall  apply  for  the  same,  such  license  or 
licenses  as  he,  she  or  they  may  deiire  to  obtain,  properly  filled  up 
and  signed  by  them. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  lists  and  accounts  of  ail 
licenses  issued  by  the  Clerks  of  the  Courts  of  this  State,  and  now 
required  by  hiw  to  be  returned  to  the  Treasurer,  shall,  from  and 
alter  the  said  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-three,  be  returned  semi-annually,  on  or  before  the  first  days 
of  June  and  November,  in  each  and  every  year,  to  the  Comptrol- 
ler of  the  Treasury  Department ;  and  the  said  accounts,  which  shall 
be  verified  by  the  oath  or  affirmatiohs  of  the  respective  Clerks 
returning  the  same,  in  addition  to  the  matters  heretofore  set  forth 
therein,  "shall  show  the  number,  grades,  rates  and  description  of 
blank  licenses  remaining  unissued  ,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
§aid  Clerks,  on  the  said  first  days  of  June  and  November  of  each 
and  every  year,  or  within  ten  days  thereafter,  to  pay  to  the  Trea- 
surer, all  sums  of  money  received  by  them  and  due  to  the  State 
for  licenses  pursuant  to  this  act,  and  the  laws  now  in  force  regu- 
lating the  issuing  thereof. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  Clerk  of  a  Circuit 
Court  of  this  State,  or  tlie  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  Baltimore,  shall  fail  or  neglect,  annually,  on  the  first  day  of  May, 
or  at  such  other  time  or  times  as  maybe  necessary,  to  apply  to  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  Department  for  blank  licenses,  in  the 
manner  directed  by  this  act,  every  Clerk  so  failing  or  neglecting,^ 
shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  such  failure  or  neglect,  the  sum  of 
dollars. 
Sec.  5.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  if  any  of  the  said  Clerks  so 
having  received  blank  licenses,  as  hereinbefore  directed,  shall  re- 
fuse or  neglect  to  return  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, "lists  and  accounts  of  all  licenses  issued  by  him,  semi- 
annually, at  the  days  and  times,  and  in  the  manner  provided  by 
this  act,  the  said  Comptroller  shall  forthwith  charge  such  Clerk 
or  Clerks,  so  neglecting  or  refusing,  with  the  whole  amount  of 
blank  licenses  which  shall  have  been  dehvered  to  such  Cle  k  or 
Clerks,  at  the  several  rates  fixed  by  law  therefor,  and  shall,  im- 
mediately thereafter,  prosecute  a  suit  or  suits  at  law  against  the 
official  bond  of  such  Clerk  or  Clerks,  for  the  recovery  thereof, 
and  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  thereon  had  as  is  now  pro- 
vided in  actions  against  the  bonds  of  delinquent  Collectors  of  the 
direct  tax. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  for   the    expense  of   printing 
the  blank  licenses  herein  provided  for,  a  sufficient  sum  of  money 
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is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  upon  the 
warrant  of  iJie  Comptroller  to  the  person  or  persons  entitled 
thereto.  - 


A  BILL 


Entitled,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  prompt  collection  and  paynieni 
of  the  fees  of  office  required  by  the  fist  section  of  the  tenth  article 
of  the  ConGtitution,  to  he  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland, 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerks  of  the  several  Courts  of 
this  State,  the  Clerk  of  the  Criminal  Court  of  Baltimore  excepted, 
the  llegister  of  Wills,  and  State's  Attorneys,  other  than  the  State's 
Attorney  of  Baltimore  city,  to  prepare,  in  the  manner  now  pre- 
scribed by  law  and  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Sheriffs  of  the 
respective  counties  and  of  Baltimore  city  for  collection,  according 
to  law,  annually,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  i\Iarch  of  each  and 
-every  year,  all  fees  which  shall  have  accrued  in  their  respective 
offices  and  have  not  been  paid  in  cash,  during  the  twelve  months 
next  preceding  the  said  first  day  of  March,  and  thereupon  or 
within  thirty  days  thereafter,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
sheriffs  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  transmit  to  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury  Department,  a  statement  or  statements  in 
writing,  verified  by  oath  or  affirmation,  of  the  several  amounts  of 
fees  so  placed  in  their  respective  hands  for  collection,  by  each  of 
the  aforesaid  officers;  and  it  shall  further,  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
sheriffs,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  October  next,  there- 
after, and  on  or  before  the  same  day  in  -each  succeeding  year,  to 
return  to  the  said  several  officers,  a  full  list  of  all  such  fees  with 
the  several  amounts  thereof  as  may  be  due  and  owing  by  persons 
who  are  non-residents  or  insolvents,  a  duplicate  whereof,  verified 
by  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  be  forthwith  transmitted  by  the  said 
respective  sheriffs  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. 

Sec.  2,  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Clerks  of  the  Circuit  Courts  of  this  State,  the  Clerk  of  the  Crimi- 
nal Court  of  Baltimore,  the  State's  Attorneys  and  Sheriffs  of  the 
several  counties  and'  the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  March  in  each  and  every  year,  to  make  out  and  deliver  to 
the  County  Commissioners  of  their  respective  counties,  and  to 
the  Register  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  a  full  account  of  all  fees, 
costs  and  emoluments  due  to  them  respectively,  which  may  have 
accrued  during  the  twelve  months  next  preceding  the  said  first 
day  of  March,  and  are  properly  chargeable  to  the  said  counties 
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or  city  as  the  case  may  be;  and  thereupon  or  wltliin  thu-ty  days 
thereafter,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  County  Commissioners, 
and  of  the  Register  of  the  city  of  J3altimore,  and  they  are  here- 
by required  to  transmit  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, a  statement  or  statements  in  writing  of  the  amount  of 
such  fees,  costs  and  emoluments  so  charged  as  aforesaid  against 
the  said  counties  and  city,  by  the  said  Clerks,  .State's  Attorneys,. 
and  Sheriffs  as  aforesaid. 

iSec.  3.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
November  next,  and  on  or  before  the  same  day  in  each  and  every 
year  thereafter,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  .Clerk  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  the  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Baltimore  city,  the 
Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  the  Clerks  of  the  Circuit 
Courts,  Registers  of  Wills,  State's  Attorneys  and  Sheriffs  of  the 
several  counties  of  this  State,  and  they  and  each  of  them  are 
hereby  required  severally  to  render  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  an  account  in  v/riting,  veiihed  by  his  own 
oath  or  afnrmation,  and  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  his  Chief 
Clerk,  v.here  such  Chief  Clerk  is  employed  in  his  ofhce,  of  all 
official  fees,  costs  and  emoluments,  vi'hich  may  have  accrued  du- 
ring the  year  ended  on  the  preceding  first  day  of  iSiarch,  or  of 
such  part  of  said  year  as  either  of  the  said  Clerks,  Registers, 
Attorneys  or  Sheriffs,  may  have  held  his  oiiice,  in  which  account 
shall  be  stated  and  particularly  set  forth,  the  amount  of  fees,  costs 
and  emoluments,  which  were  received  in  cash,  the  amount  there- 
of sent  out  for  collection,  the  amount  thereof  charged  to  the 
county  or  city,  the  amount  thereof  due  from  insolvents  and  non- 
residents, the  expense  of  all  kinds  of  his  office,  including  his 
own  compensation  as  limited  by  the  Constitution  or  laws,  the 
salary  of  each  of  his  Clerks  and  assistants,  and  the  surplus,  if 
any,  which  maybe  due' to  the  Stale,  which  said  account  and  each 
item  thereof,  shall  be  sqbject  to  the  supervision  and  allowance  of 
the  said  Comptroller;  and  immediately  thereupon  or  within  ten 
days  thereafter,  the  said  surplus  so  due  to  the  State,  or  such  sum 
as  the  said  Comptroller  may  ascertain  to  be  due  and  owing,  shall 
be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  by  each  of  the  said  Clerks,  Registers, 
Attorneys  and. Sheriffs  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  of  the  said  Clerks, 
Registers,  State's  Attorneys  or  Sheriffs  shall  fail  or  neglect  to 
make  out  and  deliver  to  the  several  Sheriffs,  or  to  the  County 
Commissioners,  and  the  Register  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  as  the 
case  may  be,  for  collection  or  payment,  in  the  manner  and  at  tlie 
times  provided  by  the  second  section  of  this  act,  or  if  any  Sheriff 
or  Board  of  County  Commissioners  shall  fail  or  neglect  to  make 
to  liie  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  Department  any  of  the  returns 
by  this  act  required  to  be  transmitted  to  him,  at  the  several  periods 
limited  therefor,  every  such  Clerk,  Register,  State's  Attorney  or 
Sheriff,  and  each  County  Commissioner  so  failing  or  neglecting, 
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for  every  Siucli  failure  or  neglect,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  the  use 
of  the  State,  the  sum  of  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  enacted,  That  if  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  the  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Baltimore  city,  the 
Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  the  several  Clerks  of  the 
Circuit  Courts,  the  Registers  of  Wills,  State's  Attorneys  and 
Sheriffs,  or  either  of  theui,  shall  fail  or  neglect  to  render  to  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  Department,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  ISovember  next,  and  on  or  before  the  same  day  in  each 
succeeding  year  thereafter,  the  accounts  required  to  be  rendered 
by  them  by  the  third  section  of  this  act,  in'  the  manner  therein 
prescribed;  or,  if  the  said  Clerks,  Registers  of  \Vills,  State's  At- 
torneys and  SheritTs,  or  either  of  them,  shall  fail  to  pay  into  the 
Treasury,  at  the  time  designated  in  said  section,  any  surplus  of 
fees,  costs  or  emoluments  which  may,  upon  the  rendition  of  their 
respective  accounts,  or  upon  the  ascertainment  of  the  said  Comp- 
troller, appear  to  be  due  to  the  State,  every  such  Clerk,  Register 
of  Wills,  State's  Attorney  or  Sheriff  so  failing  or  neglecting,  for 
every  such  failure  or  neglect  shall  be  deemed  to  have  vacated  his 
office,  which  hci  shall  be  forthwith  reported  by  the  said  Comp- 
troller to  the  Governor,  who  shall  immediately  proceed  to  fill  such 
vacancy,  and  it  shall  thereupon  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Comptroller 
to  institute  a  suit  or  suits  upon  the  official  bond  of  such  Clerk,  - 
Register  of  Wills  or  Sheriff,  and  against  such  State's  Attorney, 
as  the  case  may  be,  for  the  recovery  of  the  surplus  so  due  by  him, 
and  such  proceedings  shall  be  had  thereon  as  are  now  had  in  ac- 
tions against  the  bonds  of  delinquent  collectors  of  the  direct  tax. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  existing  laws  regulating 
the  issuing  of  licenses  by  the  Clerks  of  the  several  Courts  of  this 
State,  and  which  may  be  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  shall,  nevertheless,  remain  and  continue  in  full  force  until  this 
act  shall  take  effect,  and  from  and  after  that  period,  all  such  laws 
or  parts  of  laws  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 


